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quarterly periscope. 

' “e d a p W pHcd if^uireT CSt ° f ^ a P 0 " 

* be liniment was not applied. Cured." 

for'rebTuarvTwt^cxtofs drapow^ofS^f the AnnaIi Un ‘<*™KdiMO. 
corrhcca. He relates eight cases of the dise^^Tb^li" °' ^ 

nes. He says that he has used it talSSSw^ whe . n «*i«W from ca- 

In some instances the disease docs not return andlnv:lnabI y with success, 

not for months. The best mod^ of emn ' VS or ,." ccks . a "d in others 

means of lint wrapped rouml n n J?k em P| 0 .' ,n ff »t, according to Dr. R. «j s bv 
then to be slowly applied to the cavityof the°t^| nCd Wit, L t - he acid » whlch is 
‘ouch the other teeth, the gums SZV ^ bci »f taken not to 
and inquiring hotv the patent f!-els, the usual 'rent" J V,t J ld f a ' v ‘ n ?' die probe, 
gone. The mouth is next to be washed with / m' ,S> ,1C P am ls entirely 
be gradually applied to the whole easily of the tooth -"fi ™ e acid sho,lld 

^ remedymiy blf iised^dmrTuie'm^'^'h' b '‘’h'^'ed^ 1 SeC ° D< ^ ** J_ 

Of extraction in all cases of hollow teet| J which ^1 “ .° bviates ,he "eeessity 

desirable, if possible; and it en^Us ^’e de tist^ n P ^ t,0n T declare be 
stopping or filling teeth,- much sooner tbt l e can .1 " the ° pCra,ion of 
a word, ,t will alleviate a vast deal of h i^ auffedn^T accom P lis >‘- In 
painful operation. It is not a panacea forih the r ff ’ su P ersede a most 
bough a certain and efficacious^Jemeds- for' ‘if d,Seascs oftbe teeth and gums, 

It will be a valuable remedy for Siren ,1 ic , mm ° n of ‘ooth-ache 
men. It does not accelerate the decay of’the tooth to'S iU s applfeT” "'°‘ 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

o/^tisra^ By Mr. Mtn- 

admitted that the tern? amaurosis cmill , E - Vc . Inbrmar .v—It is readily 
tions, not only most diversified in thdr feat but'vari^ path . ol Pgtcal eondi- 
stancc, an accumulation of fluid in the infundibulum T .* heir 5,a,e ' for in. 
the optic nerve; or an alteration of the ossific anmTi’Jd dUC "l fi: pressure u P°n 
nerve passes; an atonic state of the retina unatten l Id T 1 - 1 wlllcl1 tb e optic 
tion; or an increased fulness of its vessels from ecm ed !, any 0 , r S allic alt era- 
designated by the term amaurosis, whenevc? Uifv h„vi f F ^ Vc al * b een 
of the power of vision; yet nothing can he more Vir' ° ed !°. mucb diminution 
aeat of the mischief, or the state oVthe parTs ^efTd’ “ «B»* ‘ b e 
bid conditions. It is not, however, from an intention t’ ' an heSe scvcraI mor - 
Slty of adopting a more precise and definite term V d f m ° nst . rate die neces- 
disease in question, that I have alluded to whatTn™~‘f ^“B^don of the 
ii* the j name £ enera % applied to these* various rnnSST*” be a defect 
altered structure, but to point out tile necessity of ,.1™ °!u morbld action or 
of the system, or the retina, or other part of the eIecun S th at particular state 
uier part of the nervous apparatus of the eye. 
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»f a remedy which, * 

It will be readily conceded/,hrt on Ts ° f ,hc Profession, 

success or otherwise of the local application of . d 'P c,,ds ‘he probable 

I am well aware, that its use is attended win, ryc *' nia ,n amaurosis; and, as 
trouble to the surgeon, and that on this accouV'k'irnn't Vt uf pa , licnt ' and 
course to, unless under an impression of its n-rp-it v I n0t ,‘^7 to be had re- 
unattended with advantage will c nm •' ? re * , ue: “nd as tile first trial if 
shall trespass for a short time upon your pa’geT'n ^de!^- discontinu a nce . I 
•enous attention of your readers, the deserinrinn/r ■ ,m P ress upon the 

have been present in those subjects, in whomIhaveTTa 8 y m P‘o"'a which 
recourse to its assistance. J woom 1 hate most advantageously had 

During the last six months I have received A™ 
request to take under my care persons sufferm r Severa! medlc al friends, a 
press purpose of subjecting them to a trud of thfl an ?.aurosis, for the ex- 
hut in nearly every case they have been verv uisidtahl? PP k“ ,10n ° f str - vchn ‘a. 
instances, it would have been highly , ^ sub J cct5 i and, in some 

ast patient I saw was one of this d-scrmJZho' J)* Ve at,en 'P"<> >'s use. The 
lud been accustomed to write for many hours ^ “ an attorney’s clerk, who 
marked, (which, by the bve, is a very gene£l *“: Il S h 1L t ! and he re- 

polled to increase the strength of the ifght untM th fl ' 0 "^ that he was c om- 
very vivid description; the strength of lilhr-lS ?- fl , a T e waa evcnt ually of a 
well, when he first commenced die bimdnJ*!-^' be a 0 ”. 111 5CC extremely 
little more than an indistinct perception of f ’ as ’ afforded him, after a time, 
consequently compelled to increase therT^" 5 ol> J cc, S and he was 
tioned; in this way he continued1, P " ° f ,he fl atnc, as has been man¬ 
or seven hours togetherbv thethree or four, at others, s"x 
light; by this means an attack of subacute retVf ,mmoder a teI y augmented 
neither so rapid in its progress nor fc retinitis was induced, an attack 

as the acute retinitis, nor so^ardy in ita couree ns d dls ? r P m,z ' n g it* effects 
case. 1 did not see this patient until Ms vi«£n cI ', ron ,' c form of this dis- 
elamination of die eye, and an investiwlon"rlV* 5 w'"' 3 ’ destroyed, when an 
me that it was quite nonsuited to the tbC ,llstor y °f >he case, assured 

Had the remedy been used in this case it is n.S'T . em P , °y me nt of strychnia, 
have suffered the inconvenience of it.’ -Jr™,- obv iqus that the patient would 
riving the slightest benefit- anti it i. , 1 appbcation, widiout any chance of de- 
becn discardetl from the good opinion of° mcans im P rob ablc that it might have 

duced to try ita powersTn coT cTence "f^t C " " h ° had 0nl - v been in - 

nothing, however, would have been more , „r , . he ) . rcco '"7'cndation of others; 
such a description of experience ™ falr th ? n ,0 bave concluded from 
thafit had no induct.coupon the diseue desi™ s JP' cI ‘ ni a. b a d been tried, 
amaurosis. In nearly every instance in wlitakfu*' 1 by ! bat '"definite term, 
locally, for the purple ofresrering osf or imnre' 0 the strychnia, 

modes of treatment had been nn»ui? 1 * ° r,m P ro>e d impaired vision, other 
under the care^f those, who from an f d thc P^ients had been 

ments, would treat them hthe1™ wM S e of th ' ir ski 'l and acquire- 

or of the system irenerallv the 'onl „£» f "ervous apparatus of the eye, 

be found necessary- to institute a mn.t -;^.i - ul , , > m a»y instances. 
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yield any prospect of relief. Having- pointed out tliat condition ofthe !“?• 

or other parts of the nervous appamtils of the eye, orrfTeltem fuS 
1 have termed atonic,) capable of being relieved bv the localan^-’ 5- lch r 
strj-chnia, it may be thought right to Im^He Sent frf 

qucntly necessary to combine with this local remedv but asmv ohier/i. 
ly to recommend the employment of the 

various tonics and stimulant, which it may ofteZo a^isTue^ 

th^v-form I'fll’ beread ‘ ly ad ;P tcd to *he circumstances of individual cases- and as 
nnt^'vi™ hut a very secondary and subordinate part of the treatment I shall 

X ”° r ^ U P°" A ^ to 

cheated by constitutional symptoms, nor evidenced bHoMl channel b^ub- b 

rated upon for cataract, by the late Mr Co„ n ^«vJ * cai ? sulc ®» been ope- 

saas ssa 

of permitting the retina to remain for so " * a '. c ansen m consequence 

entto'the^fmulus^ofligh*q*l^employe^th^* ij^j^^^^^^rend^red^beS- 

ceptionof light* with freq i sZ'ill‘do ^ ?“% »*"<* increased per- 
pan to afTect the head iimducinr' so o,, ^ 1 but *. unfort » n ately, the remedy be- 
that 1 did not judge it nruden* ufoo^ ‘ u . ncasincss and nervous disturbance 
increase the quantity, to that extent Jhtch ‘in ‘^, USe . a ? y lon £ cr '. m “ ch less t0 
to success. In the course of the tro-t ,, in m ' °P mion > was indispensable 
complain of the .eSfltSS S ,C “ d ‘? thif patient 
had been frequently followed by the m °" jpimer occasions, that symptom 
this instance I was Lable to oerefy^^T^ M^ 0 ' 7 re ?“ lt ' and ahhough in 
of tlie extreme head-ache end 0 the* ?, C °“ d hav . e \' lsh cd. in consequence 
acne anu other symptoms, yet it is still hoped, that on 
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some future occasion, she may be enabled tn 

u-ithout a recurrence of these untoward symptoms re q««ite treatment, 

.^Tr^ 

^seisse 

£' jsS? - ° h : 1 *« lowiKoffinX" 

tenSf'ta^ ;XS't £::T,f ,;mir,n * ,he ■£ 

to y .a^ T'f ^ itCwi " ^Sble 

K^ P r«; ' k r ha / an , lour » a l ,,ecc of * incn 10 absorb the serum, which is ant *n 
be discharged in large quantities for a short time after the removal of a blis’er 

noVIo thickly «f <'•= sup'raS^ 

powder it thermo JTr. ,he =" l 're absorpt.on of the ivhole layer of the 
^ble twenty fourTooL aft SCCOn< ! dress ' n ^ " hich sh °nld be, as nearly as pos- 
is a nrnner a„,? “ afterwards; twenty-four hours between each dressing 

iirten w^ tWnlv .n^'Iftu' 1 '"' 11 ’ Covcr ,hc blis,cre<i -“'‘'face with a piece o ? f 
will, th ■ ! • s P r S“ c J Ulth un IT- cetacei, for, if much greasy matter be mixed 

anniied th°'r er ’ ‘ t ,! S ess CMil - v * nd < l ui ckiy absorbed; but,' unless a little be 
apphe l, the linen adheres to the wound and occasions great pain in its remm 

imnm T J!C ,h ' , d05e .° j. S,tychn “ very gradually until the state of vision is 
° r s -™ p , tom , s mdlcatlve of ‘he injurious agency of the remedy occur 
If there be much local pain excited by the .application of the strychnia dilute 
i with flour, or mix it with opium; and if that do not succeed, suspend’its cm 
P ™ Untl * b e stomach anil bowels be improved by a plan oftreatment in- 
? ex P rcssl >' {“ ‘heir benefit, and then resume its use; if severe nain 
or othe'i^ mmvtomlTd* n, “? cu ^' tndtehings, great general nervous excitement, 

. ^ ’ denot ' n £r thc injurious agency of the strychnia upon the 

nstitution supervene, and the condition of vision be not improved it must be 
discontinued altogether; as it would appear probable that in^Ich lc it was 
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!i? t . 1 r CeIy t0 eIert 1 f ?. v0 . uralde influence upon the disease, at the same time, 
general mischief 1601 " 1 " 17 ° f con5titution > il w “ calculated to do important 

ti J h „ e J: is °nc. amongst others, which have fallen under my no¬ 
tice, strongly illustrating the propnety of the recommendation of the late Mr. 

o^r^f r . CEar ? t0 . U ‘ e - C - rl - V P erfo .™ance of an operation for the removal 
of congenital cataract. As it is impossible to conceive a greater argument in 
snhiprt^ 1 le . 0I)lm °na of that amiable man and excellent surgeon, upon this 
subject, than the remarks of Dr. Farrc on the success of his (Mr. Saundcr’sl 
operations, performed upon chUdren at various ages, 1 shall beg leave to make 
the following brief extract from them. The sensibility of the fetina “ in manv 
•° f t ! 1 . < r , cascs cured at the ages of four years and under, could not be suppressed 
in children who had enjoyed vision from births butat eight years, and even earlier, 
the ' Vld T y lcss acUve; at twelve it was still more dulls and from 

.he “P^r ds > 11 wls generally very imperfect, and sometimes 

the mere perception of light remained.” 

.•5",““"? ot l !“ s dis P°s'tion of the retina to remain in a permanent condi¬ 
tion of inaction when unaccustomed for a long time to the influence of its na- 
i“™‘ ™™““ S *i, haS r e ,? n recommended on high authority, to remove a cataract 
from one eye, when fully formed, when its fellow is perfectly healthy; appa- 
rently forgetting that the retina of an eye so circumstanced, is by no meamfm 
the same unexcited state as that nervous expansion in the eyes of a patient af- 
fected with congenital cataract. For, if one eye only be affected with cataract??not 

S?e E re.'in a ’oh Perfectly healthy, the action of light upon 

the retina of the sound organ, will produce a sympathetic impression to a cer- 

HiminM t<: !t t ’l UPOn the h otlcr \ and thus preserve its susceptibility, though in a 
diminished degree; whereas, in the case of congenital cataract affecting both 
' ! M ' has "cver been fully and perfectly impressed with the stimulus 
e.U', E l s d r SUSCC P‘itulity gradually diminished on the one hand, whilst its 
stimulus declines on the others the declension of stimulus arising from the in¬ 
creasing density and opacity of the cataract, and the diminution of susceptibility 
being dependant on the inactive state of the retina, increased by the gradually 
diminishtng quantity of light transnr.hed through the humours of the eye, from 
the cause to which we have just adverted. 3 

It has been said that, if a mature cataract be allowed to remain in one eye, 
it disposes that organ to become amaurotic, and has a tendency to excite a si¬ 
milar disease in its fellows and whilst it limits the sphere of vision, it weakens 
the opposite organ by the undivided labour it obliges it to sustain. As I have 
never had the slightest reason to believe that an opaque condition of one lens 
possesses in itself any capability of exciting a similar state in the lens of the on’- 
posite eye, and as my attention has been particularly directed to the investiga¬ 
tion and elucidation of this circumstance, I must refuse my assent to this doc- 
tri w’.a nt ' fu 'l irC ol J serv!dion llas increased our knowledge upon this point 
With regard to the other objections, I will merely observe, that whenever 
one eye only has been affected with cataract, which has not been congenital, nor 
b , y * cc,de " t ’ the TU, on of that eye has been generally restored by an 
operation, however long the cataract may have existed; or, rather, the retina 
has, alter such operation, indicated its capacity to be properly excited by its 
ciousW S ,in U t U T' °, f C0ursc ,* an > presuming that the operation has been judi- 
«mniL ? Pd P r ° u P cr y P cr f ormcd . and that no effects injurious or dc- 
structive to vision, have been produced by the operation. If congenital cata¬ 
racts had been permitted to exist for the same number of years, as in the cases 

me irith the ( ‘ f 0ugh not det » lled >) from my notes, and which have furnished 
for py P rc9ent opmions, the degree of success consequent 
operation for their removal, would have been much 
and ’ P any lns . ta " ccs ’ judging from the result of operations 
an,K,,^^l f * • ? Ure ° f congenital cataracts, upon patients at the age often 
and upwards, no vision whatever would have been restored. 
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„ From these remarks, and from opinions formed after the 
t.o n , I would deduce the following conclusions, and 1st, that although the £ 
tina in the case of congenital cataract affecting both evea, is litelvtn 
a permanently atcnic state, if the opaque lens be not removed at an earlt^ri^d 
of life, yet the same condit,on of retina is not likely to be produced by the e^ 
istence of cataract in one eye, for an equal number of years. 2nd that prncri 
ence does not warrant a belief, that the existence of an opaque lens in one ere' 
has a tendency to excite a similar disease in the opposite organ ltd that 

extender *'* Cye r " nain * ,hc visions sufficiently 

dtl 6 onJ h ^V f x, he « lra “ ° f ™ Ver ° intmm ‘ in kttama > andi '™ opa. 
city of the cornea. By Mr. MinniiMonx.—Sometimes the cornea may be the 

nnd\f f .t,' U | COraa ’ whlch msy 0r may not be combined with svnechia anterior 

£,i2£SSSSffS!P“ ° fthe cornea be Tcry c«cnsivn, oTur,usually den« 
gM? W ' i be Vcr> - ? cncrali -' r Iimi,ed t0 »n indistinct perception of 

tile w! „-’n? r instances, vision will be totally destroyed. In such cases 
th >C frc .1 ucn,I y Uninjured, and the deep-seated textures unimpa^d’ 
a " d tbe rt ‘r n t flu,tc ca P able ° f performing its proper function, if the o^ue 
fon^i noint d,< ! not P reTent th c transmission of light. It is, therc- 

» P 0, nt of the utmost importance, to remove this opaque state of the cornea 

dilom snd?h SP " d “ P ? SSlbIe; bu, > in man y of these Les, the oay muriate 
rops, and the various stimulants usually employed for this purpose either fail 
^Ovc it a,together, or do so only partialfy, We the bp^Ta'very io^ 
period. In these instances, 1 have witnessed the most surprising result's, from 

W" C f2. of £ e "! ,rate of ,aver ointment, used daily, P or eixrv other dav 
according to the effect it produces. Many persons, who had relimiu hed ali 

any ,UefUl ° f T “‘ on - and n b “. nccorfK flm or- 

W “'* ld “"“K " ndcr the most favourable circum- 
an " h.! h d ' scove . r = d an - v increase of vision, after one or two years attend- 

tbeVo h ’ 5 e <:U fT al0US cond,tl °n of thc cornea, or a state of simple opacity of 
the cornea, (always presuming that the corneal opacity be very extensive 'and 
of considerable density,) be connected with an cnla Jcment of which 

likl'." 1 ™ 1 T ay be 'onfined to its conjunctival covering, or may form the os¬ 
tensible vascular organization of the substance constituting the opacity or lcu- 
^ia a n d ma y. he ' hLr ‘ :ftlte more deeply situated, the same mode of treatment 
and wdl be «n4r successful. When cither of these 
” thc rtSUlt P uruIent °P htbalraia ' the chance, of 

57. Pannus. Inour department of Materia Medico, we have given thc formula 

reeomnf rC F a ™ tK>n - 0f ni ’£‘ le . of s,lverointmen t, that ointmenrMr.MiDDixscoau 
recommends m various affections of the eyes, and among others, he states that 

and ^u»r C .1 re r, l l er ^ most important service in that thickened, opaque," 
ThV^i v r £ he con J unct,vaI ’""Iff of the eye, usually termed pannus! 
No XVII NoVTs'i C0Ven " 5 ° f -'r COrnea ’ " fi ' eauen ™cumPined 
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with, and produced by, a vascular and granular, or, (what is more infrequent 1 
thTnaEILwT ?f r pa k , P ebral conjunctiva; but, whether this condition of 
p r P br 1 -onjnncliva be present or otherwise, whether the mucous cover- 

thfs thfrl-en 0 ? 011 ^ 0 mere y th,c kened and rendered opaque, or, in addition to 
tins thickened and opaque state be also vascular, Mr. M. says that the use of 
the nitrate of silver ointment is equally called for, and promises the most snecdv 
and materia! relief. Of course it would be desirable To cure^nv defect 2SK 
ing operation for its removal, which appeared to be maintaining-and increasing 
f ‘' S .! n ' )rbKl , condition of the cornea, before having recourse to the ointment 
for instance, there may bean incurvation of the tarsal cartilage, an irregularity 

the wfChM 0 rmm th r ■ m ° re °f th 1 eJ ’ C : lasl " s - or a " inversion of the whole of 
“ : ' la ? b ’•0®‘heir unnatural1 position at the inner border of the tarsal 

margin, w hich having produced the alteration in the translucency of the cornea. 

n^crung, it would be adviseable, indeed, indispensably rc- 
quisite, to remove, as a preliminary measure to the adoption of any curative 
P' 3 "°f tre, “ whate ''cr. But the mere removal of this defective condition 
of the tarsal cartilage, the integuments of the eyelids, or the direction of the 
iTiTlidM"’ ‘ "°r b e sufficient to restore the translucency of the cornea; and 
dnred Vwh" T f .n tInn8 ’ the cffec,s an >' one of 'hesc conditions may have pro¬ 
duced, and which the mere removal of the cause which produced them, will 
not accomplish, that the present plan of treatment is proposed.— Ibid. 

SS Chhnvrt ofLimein Purufcnf Ophthalmia—Wc have already noticed, 

I n ‘v'l fn chloride of lime having- been successfully employed 
by Dr. Varlez of Brussels, and Mr. Guthrie of London, in the treatment of 
purulent ophthalmia. In a late number of the Joum. Comp, dee Sc. Med. Dr. 
llEazasno relates four cases, in which he employed this remedy with advan¬ 
ce have ourselves employed it in a few cases, but without the striking be¬ 
nefits we w ere led to expect from the representations of others. It will require 
further experience to determine its real value. 1 


SURGERY. 

.J 9 : Ex ^l» n °f Scirrhous^ Rectum —Mr. Lisraisc has excised the lower ex- 
tremity of the reclum in nine cases, of which six were successful, for the re- 

Xne th f e W front nf e .h med ^ Fre " Cb s V r B' 1 e0n5 > can «r. The peritoneum descends 
fnrhl iv-nfTrt ‘ of,he . rcctum ‘° SIX ,ncbes fron > its extremity in women, to four 
the h .ni» Ih 1C f me ‘ n man \.? y j neans of an ovoid incision in the skin around 
the anus, the rectum can readily be drawn out behind, and any kind of instru- 
ment may be applied to it; there exists a second sphincter above the first M 
Lisfranc has removed as much as three inches and a half of the rectum and he 
m~f" S H thC d-° Perati0n , whe " ever . the forefinger can reach beTondThe upper 
margin of the disease, and when the cellular texture, external to the gut is 
sound. The operator must bear in mind that the antero-posterior diamefej of 
the penmeum is generally one inch, the distance of the anus from the coccvx 
i C 'f^ c " l ' ncs ’ and <hat between the anus and the base of the same bone two 
inches, that considerable portions of the rectum may be removed laterally and 

TT^y n St W hLmlr Un ^ e tl i e in WOman > or the oretTra in man and 

anally, that hemorrhage may always be arrested by pressure or by ligatures 

oneratiSn^orThm^ ° "P Cration ', the is ‘o' be placed as i/th? lateral 

operation for lithotomy—-two semilunar incisions are to be made around the 

tile forefinger ’intr^T l ° J** ', nsu . lated in its inferior extremity, drawn down by 
Vfter thfrnrT f d d ° ,tS . cavl,y > and cut o(r b y means of scissors. 
a . ar f, SOrne J t,m , e3 voided in the usual manner, sometimes 

a bourrelet is formed internally, and takes the place of the sphincter^ sometimes 



